Notes for a trip to Dorset in May 2023’
DCP

1. Introduction.

I am now 84. I was born in a maternity-unit of a hospital in Gillingham, Kent. My mother, Mary Winifred Ethel (neé Forster), was then 31 and my father, Frederick Rupert Pike, was 40. My elder sister Judith Mary was then two years and five months old; our younger sister Susan Elizabeth was born two years and one month after me. We lived in a typical 1930s three-bedroomed, semi-detached house in Chatham. My father had been educated at Greenwich College for entry to the Royal Navy, and served at sea for a short time but was invalided with malaria. I don’t know what he did next because his first recorded appointment as a telegraphist and clerk in the Post Office that  I have found was to a unit in Coventry in 1926. He stayed in that line of work, eventually commuting to London daily, for about three decades without promotion until he succumbed to depression in his mid-fifties and then he was then incapable of further full-time work. Throughout my childhood and adolescence. he was unpleasant to me, so I had no reason to be interested in his predecessors until I was much older. Indeed, it was not until a happening at my father’s funeral in 1977 (I was then 38) that such a reason presented itself, because my mother then gave me a large enveloped stuffed with some of my father’s papers, some of which gave information about two previous generations. 
I have only a dim memory of my father’s father, Charles William Pike, who (those records showed) was born in Lyme Regis, Dorset in 1860 and died in Gillingham, Kent in 1948 when I was 9. In 1881, he had left Lyme Regis and joined the Royal Navy as a 2nd class stoker, he later became a 1st Class Petty Officer. He married his first wife Elizabeth Ann Ryall in 1896 in Stalbridge in Dorset; he was then 36 and she was 37 (the 1901 census shows that she was a year older than him); even so, she bore two children. In 1901, Charles was living with Elizabeth Ann and two children in Edinburgh Road in Luton, Chatham. I think that Elizabeth Ann died and was replaced by a second wife, who bore the third child (see the gravestone in Chatham cemetery). Later, they moved to 137, St Johns Road Gillingham, where I visited him as a child. I was told by my father that Charles had been a diver attached to Chatham Dockyard (‘HMS Pembroke’). Much later, I found that, in 1911, he had been an engine driver in the Dockyard. Perhaps I misheard!
The papers that I had inherited showed that Charles’s father, Otto Pike, was born in Yarcombe in Deveon but later moved to Lyme Regis in Dorset, where he had several different occupations during his life; at first he was a servant, then an ostler in (presumably at an inn), then a horse-keeper, sometimes a labourer, and later he became a baker in that town, possibly assisting his father-in-law. In my late 20s and 30s, not yet knowing about my ancestral links, I made quite a few visits to the coast around Lyme Regis, some with our daughter Clare, because of our shared interest in fossils (I am a consulting engineer and geologist). Some twenty years later, I began to look for further information about the Pike family from various sources. Some data was given to me by the now deceased (2005) author John Fowles, who at that time was the curator of the museum in Lyme Regis. He did that by way of thanks for some information that I found for him about the Coade family of Lyme Regis (he lived in what had been their house). From 1769, the Coades had made moulded statuary with an artificial stone produced by a special process. For example, the statue of a lion on Westminster Bridge was made by the Coades. But because of other pressures, I did not find the time to do much more and in 2012, because by then our older son Danny (he prefers to be known as Dan) was showing interest in our family-tree, I gave him the relevant files of information that I had collected about my Pike ancestors. Nevertheless, I still have a file with odds and ends from ten years ago.

Dan is likely to be the last of our line of Pikes as, at the age of 59, he seems to have no prospect of fathering children, and Mo has changed his surname (and also never wanted a child). Some years ago, Dan became Participant 219938 in the ‘Pike Surname DNA Project’ managed by the University of Newfoundland. An amended copy of the Project’s online report for Dan is reproduced here, with some annotations in red type: 
	Name:
	Otto PIKE

	Birth:
	about 1820
	Yarcombe, Devon
	

	Marriage:
	14 January 1846
	Lyme Regis, Dorset
	

	Death:
	buried 22 March 1888
	Lyme Regis, Dorset
	

	Spouse/Partner:
	Ann BAZLEY

	Birth:
	about 1827
	Lyme Regis
	

	Death:

	
	
	

	
	The 1841 census lists the following at Lyme Regis:

   Otto Pike                                  Aged 15, male servant in the household of Mr and Mrs Tartt at 78 Springfield
Married at Lyme Regis by banns, 14 Jan 1846:

   Otto Pike     above            bachelor       Hostler    Lyme Regis    son of William Pike (Labourer)

   Ann Bazley    [unclear] 19     spinster       Servant    Lyme Regis    dtr of John Bazley (Baker)
   witnesses: William Wood, Mary [Praytt?]

The 1851 census lists the following at Butter Market, Lyme Regis:

   Otto Pike            head                   30  Ostler                      Yarcomb Devon (birthplaces shown below names)
   Ann Pike             wife                   24                              Lyme Dorset

   Sarah Pike           daur                    4                              Lyme Dorset

   Elizabeth Pike       daur                    2                              Lyme Dorset

   John Bazley          lodger widower         59  father-in-law?                            Uplyme Devon 
The 1861 census lists the following at Butter Market, Lyme Regis:

   Otto Pyke            head                    35  Horse Keeper or Ostler      Devon Yarcombe

   Ann Pyke             wife                    33                              Dorset Lyme

   Sara Ann Pyke        dau                     15                              Dorset Lyme

   Elizabeth Pyke       dau                     12                              Dorset Lyme

   Mary Ann Pyke        dau                      9                              Dorset Lyme

   Jane Pyke            dau                      7                              Dorset Lyme

   John Pyke            son                      3                              Dorset Lyme

   Charles Pyke         son                      5m                             Dorset Lyme
The 1871 census lists the following at Horse Street, Denwys Court, Lyme Regis:

   Otto Pike            head                    51  Labourer                    Devon Yarcombe

   Ann Pike             wife                    44  Charwoman                   Dorset Lyme

   Elizabeth Pike       daur                    22  Servant                     Dorset Lyme

   Jane Pike            daur                    17  Servant [unclear]           Dorset Lyme

   John Pike            son                     11  Scholar                     Dorset Lyme

   Charles Pike         son                      9  Scholar                     Dorset Lyme

   James Pike           son                      7  Scholar                     Dorset Lyme

   Bessie Pike          daur                     2                              Dorset Lyme

The 1881 census lists the following at Silver St, Lyme Regis, Dorset:

   Otto Pyke            head                    63  Ostler                      Devon Yarcombe

   Ann Pyke             wife                    53                              Dorset Lyme

   Elizabeth Pyke       daur                    32  Charwoman                   Dorset Lyme

   Priscilla Pyke       daur                    12  Scholar                     Dorset Lyme




The word ‘about’ here in relation to Otto’s birth-year suggests that a birth record has not been found for Otto; another report states that Otto was born in 1826 and yet another states 1818. 
The report on Dan’s DNA states that, in his Generation #6, Otto’s father was a William; another report states that (a) William was born in 1798, (b) Otto’s mother Sarah Ann Pyke (nee Fowler) was born in 1806, and (c) they were married in 1844 when Otto was 18, 24 or 26 years old (according to various sources). In any of these cases, his parents were married many years after Otto was born. What is the explanation for this oddity? One possibility is that William had been married before. A William Pike (born in 1801) was living in Lyme Regis with Jane Pyke (aged 45), a daughter and two sons. The 1861 census (when Otto was 35, 41 or 43), recorded a William Pyke (then 63 and a beer retailer) and Sarah Pyke and two daughters lived in at 182 Milgreen in Lyme Regis. Another record states that a William Pike was born in Lyme Regis in 1798 (which ties in) and that Sarah Jane Fowler was born there in 1806 (she died in 1879). 

It might be expected that, as it was a custom in some families that a boy’s first second name was a grandfather’s first name, one of Otto’s sons would have had William as a first or second name (my second name is Charles). In fact, I have found that in 1855 Ann Bazleye bore a son who was baptised in January 1856 as William Charles. A younger son, Charles William, was baptised in February 1861. The entries for Otto’s family in the 1861 census include one for Charles aged 5 months, but there then was no sign of William, who would have been 5, if he had been alive. Infant mortality was commonplace then; thus, perhaps CW replaced WC in the naming decision. 

Our younger son, Mo, now aged 43, has always been determined not to have any children. Furthermore, he changed his name to Thomas Morgan at the age of 17, and for day-to-day purposes he uses his nickname (as I do). But, oddly enough, despite his rejection of my surname, in 2012, Mo started to take interest in his ancestry, so I gave him some information and we both took DNA tests. He did quite a lot of research, finding a photograph of Otto’s father, William, but he could not confirm Otto’s identity and thought that he might be some kind of fraud.

Recently I have renewed my interest in this matter as I am going to visit Lyme Regis and Yarcombe in May. Thus, I was particularly struck when I came across the Project’s report for Participant 348831 Richard Pike, who might live in Canada - he seems likely to be in my generation, rather than Dan’s. Richard’s Generation 5 ancestor Robert was born in about 1814 (another absent birth record?) in Yarcombe, like Otto. My first reaction was ‘could Robert and Otto be brothers?’, but Richard’s Generation 6 ancestor is reported to be a James. Thus I have asked the Project if their DNA data can tell us anything. I have also asked Yarcombe Ancestry if they have any information about William Pike.
The website http://www.yarcombe.net/AncestralSearches.html includes:
Hello, I've been researching my family tree for several years now, but I have never managed to get past the block on one branch of my 2GG - OTTO PIKE. As it's such an unusual name I had hoped this wouldn't be the case, but I can find no birth record for him. The 1841 census indicates a birth year of 1821. I know his father was WILLIAM PIKE from Otto's marriage certificate to Ann Bazley in 1846. As far as I can tell Otto spent his whole life from 1841 census onwards in Lyme Regis, passing away there in 1888. The reference to Yarcombe is in all of his census entries from 1841 to 1881 - they clearly state 'Yarcombe, Devon'. I would appreciate any assistance that you could give as this has been a 'blocked' branch for so long! Thanks, Judi Tomlinson (August 2020)

Steve Horner replies:We are in course of preparing a list of all burials in Yarcombe through the ages. The work is not yet complete but here are some entries that may help:
	Ann Pike
	1747
	1814
	67

	Eliz Pike
	1808
	1834
	26

	Elizabeth Pike
	1772
	1842
	70

	Henry Pike
	1767
	1855
	88

	John Pike
	 
	1568
	 

	Julian Pike
	 
	1696
	 

	Rich Pike
	 
	1690
	 

	Robert Pike
	 
	1807
	 

	Robert Pike
	 
	1808
	 

	Sarah Pike
	 
	1791
	 


Overleaf is an extract from ‘Monks to Millenium’ (2001) cited in Ancestral Searches:

BEACON HOUSE (formerly site of Yarcot) 
Beacon House has recently been built on the site of Yarcot. The skilful use of local stone in its construction has helped the house to blend into the surroundings. There were probably three cottages on this site, although none of them remains today. The first documentation is a schedule of deeds relating to a cottage and two pieces of garden. In 1827 Robert Brewer gifted it to his grandson John Pike, who in 1831 transferred the cottage and land to Robert Spiller (Panshayne) for 2,000 years. He received £20 plus interest and moved to Stockland. The two pieces of garden referred to are probably the site of Beacon House (Yarcot) and Emmet’s Farm. In 1877 R.Pavey sold the property to the Yarcombe Estate. In 1931 the Yarcombe Estate sold Yarcot, a stone-built thatched cottage, and not even the walls remain of what had once been known as "Brewer's Cottage‟ to the north-east of Yarcot.
2. Places to visit.
2.1 Charmouth. (25 miles south west of Beggar’s Knap in Dorchester).
Heritage Coast Centre DT6 6LL

The beach

2.2 Lyme Regis (3 miles west of Charmouth).

Birthplace of Charles William Pike. Otto Pike and his family lived here for decades in various streets: Buttermarket, Denwys Court in Horse Street and Silver Street – see map.
Museum.
The Cobb.
2.3 Yarcombe. (21 miles north of Lyme Regis).
Just look around. Birthplace of Otto Pike in 1820.
2.4 Stalbridge. (40 miles east of Yarcombe and 20 miles north of Dorchester).
Just look around. Charles William Pike was married to Elizabeth Ann Ryall here in 1896. 
